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Global 2: Totalitarianism Gallery Walk Group 1- Consolidation of Power
[image: ]	Totalitarianism (toe-tal-eh-tear-ee-ah-nism) is the political and economic practice of taking control of every single aspect of society in an entire nation by one, all-powerful ruler. Everyday people that live in a totalitarian state have every single thing in their entire lives controlled and decided for them by the government. In order to gain such incredible authority over everyone, one single leader needs to gain complete control of the government first. Many dictators begin their campaigns to create totalitarian societies by consolidating the government’s power so they would have complete control of the entire administration. Every totalitarian government in history has been led by a ruthless dictator who eliminated anyone who tried to stop them from having absolute power. 
Judging from this image, who were three dictators that established totalitarian regimes in Europe during the 1930s?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








1. How did many dictators in Europe begin their campaigns to create totalitarian societies?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: ]Totalitarianism began as a political philosophy in the 1920s when the chaos of the First World War weakened the democratic and monarchic governments of Europe. Talented political activists like Leon Trotsky and Carl Schmitt tried to use the economic and political weaknesses of the current governments to overthrow them and take control of entire countries. Both Trotsky and Schmitt failed but other politicians like Adolf Hitler and Vladimir Lenin managed to seize control of their governments by gaining the support of the people and getting elected in legitimate elections before trying to overthrow the current systems. Totalitarianism doesn’t happen overnight. It is a gradual process that requires the support of powerful members of the upper class and millions of middle class workers. 
Judging from this image, what is the textbook definition of totalitarianism?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________







2. What do totalitarians have to do first before they can take control of the entire government?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: ]Consolidating power is not easy especially in the modern age of universal education. Almost every single government official in Europe was well-educated and recognized when certain politicians were trying to gain more authority than they should have had. In order to get around this, politicians like Hitler and Joseph Stalin use ruthless and violent actions to scare their political opponents into stepping aside. Once in power, Hitler, Stalin and Italian Dictator Benito Mussolini went back and had their opponents quietly eliminated. Hitler used a private police force called the Brown Shirts to intimidate his political rivals with threats and violence. Politicians like Otto Strassor and Ernest Rhom of the leftist party were murdered when they publicly spoke out against Hitler in June of 1934. 
If you were a politician would you stand up to a bully like Hitler or stand by and watch as he took over? Explain your answer. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







3. How did politicians like Hitler and Mussolini get other politicians out of the way while they consolidated their power? What did they do later to these opponents?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: ]The final step that Hitler, Stalin and Mussolini did to consolidate their power was to eliminate all other political parties in their countries. Hitler became the leader of the Nazi Party and made all other parties in Germany illegal. Stalin did the same in the Soviet Union by gaining control of the Communist party and executing any members of other parties that refused to join him. Without any other political parties to vote for, the people of Europe had no other choice but to follow these men. Totalitarian leaders can only rule if the political party they control is the only one in the country. Dictators like Joseph Stalin and Adolf Hitler frequently used violence to quickly and easily get rid of other political parties in the 1930s. 
Judging from this altered image, what do you think Stalin did to the leader of the Soviet Union’s competing political party?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








4. What was the final step that totalitarian leaders took to consolidate their power?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Why did the people of Europe have to follow these men once all other political parties were eliminated?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Global 2: Totalitarianism Gallery Walk Group 2- Gaining Control of the Police and Military
[image: ]Europe was a chaotic place in the years that followed the First World War. The damage done by the fighting and the actions taken by the victorious Allies turned the continent upside down and many ambitious men took advantage of the situation to increase their political power to unheard of levels. It was during this time that dictators like Adolf Hitler and Joseph Stalin created totalitarian regimes (governments) with the help of the military and police forces of Germany and the Soviet Union. Hitler
Totalitarians like Hitler needed the army on their side to force people to listen. In order to get the army to support him, Hitler promised every soldier great things. 
What is Hitler doing alongside these German soldiers to prove that he is one of them?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







1. What did totalitarian leaders like Hitler and Stalin need in order to take control?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: ]Totalitarian governments only work with the support of the military because most people are not willing to give up all their rights and freedoms to the government and the majority of them have to be forced to do it. Hitler, Mussolini and Stalin all gained control of their country’s militaries by promising their soldiers eternal glory through the use of imperialism. Hitler promised his army, navy and air force that they would conquer thousands of miles of Eastern Europe for use as “living space” for pure blooded Germans. Stalin promised his men safety and security from the threats of liberal countries like England and the United States if they helped him conquer the Baltic States. Mussolini promised his soldiers riches and power if they agreed to help him rebuild the old Roman Empire. None of these goals were very realistic but the professional soldiers of Europe appreciated the confidence that their leaders had in them. Totalitarian dictators like Stalin loved to show off their army’s newest military technology by having them roll by in massive parades. 
How do you think the leaders of democratic countries felt when they saw the size of the communist forces?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________






2. How did Joseph Stalin, Adolf Hitler, and Benito Mussolini gain the loyalty of their nations’ armies?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: ][image: ]Hitler had the support of many soldiers because he was a soldier himself. Hitler had served in Germany’s army during the First World War and had been injured in combat. Many German soldiers felt betrayed when their government surrendered in November of 1918 and Hitler was able to use that to sway thousands of soldiers and sailors to the Nazi cause. Stalin didn’t need to win the trust of the Soviet military because his predecessor, Vladimir Lenin had already done so during the Bolshevik Revolution. Once both leaders were firmly in power, they used their armies to violently crush revolts against their decisions. Both Stalin and Hitler wore army uniforms in public in order to display their power and symbolize their control over the military. 
If you were a soldier would you follow someone who was trying to establish totalitarian control over your country? Why or why not?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________






3. Why were Hitler’s soldiers loyal to him? Why were Stalin’s? What did they use their armies for?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: ]Many of Stalin’s decisions were incredibly unpopular with the Russian people because he demanded that they give up their private property and rights in exchange for communism and a “brighter future.” Stalin used the Soviet Union’s military, the Red Army to crush peasant revolts and take control of Russia’s factories, railroads and farms by force. Anyone who spoke out against him was shot. Hitler used his army to conquer territory that had been lost by Germany at the end of WWI like Austria and Czechoslovakia. Anyone who opposed the conquest of these lands was also shot. Having complete control of their entire country’s militaries made these totalitarian dictators incredibly strong. Soldiers in a totalitarian government are trained from a young age to always follow orders and never question their leaders even if they were ordered to do something terrible. Nazi and Soviet soldiers killed millions of innocent people in the name of their governments in the 1930s and 40s. 
If you were a soldier living in this time would you obey an order to kill unarmed farmers and peasants? Explain your answer. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________









4. What did Stalin use the Soviet Red Army to do? What did Hitler use his army to do?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Global 2: Totalitarianism Gallery Walk Group 3- Communication and Media Monopolies
[image: ]The news is a crucial part of modern societies because it heavily impacts the way that millions of people behave and make decisions every day. In countries like England, France and the United States the people are well-informed by the news and make decisions based on true information that they get from trusted sources. However, in countries with totalitarian governments, the news is used as a tool to control the people and tightly restrict their actions, which is why in totalitarian nations, the government maintains monopolies on communication and news. In totalitarian governments, the president or dictator gets to decide what the newspaper is going to say. Dictators like Hitler and Mussolini constantly told stories about how the United States and England were falling apart thanks to the Great Depression in 1929. 
Why do you think Hitler wanted the German people to focus on America’s problems and not Germany’s?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








1. What do totalitarian leaders use the news to do? What do they need in order to do this?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: ]Newspapers and reporters have been around since the Roman Empire and they have been used by people to stay informed about what was going around them. News outlets in democratic nations are free to report on whatever they want, including anything wrong or illegal that the government does thanks to freedom of the press. However, in totalitarian nations like Nazi Germany or in the Soviet Union under Stalin, the government does not allow freedom of the press and instead tries to strictly control the news reports. Totalitarian leaders like Mussolini and Stalin only allowed specific stories about what their governments were doing to be released to the people and all of them were positive. If there is no freedom of the press, then the government can decide what its citizens know and more importantly, what they don’t know. Dictators use censorship to hide any illegal actions that they might take from their people and from the rest of the world.
What is happening to the man in this political cartoon?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







2. What do totalitarian governments not allow in order to control what their people know?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: ]Before the 19th Century, leaders relied on heralds to stand in public spaces and shout out news about the government and the society overall. News traveled slow and was easily changed because it was all verbally transmitted back then. However, in totalitarian nations in the 1930s it was much easier to control the news thanks to the invention of new communication technology. Devices like the telegraph, telephone, radio and television made it possible for leaders to broadcast their messages directly into the homes of all their people at the same time. All the dictators had to do was gain control of these broadcasts and their official messages were the only ones that reached the people. Joseph Stalin was able to dominate the news cycles in the Soviet Union for almost 30 years because he had a monopoly over the radio transmissions that went out to the Russian people. Any and all information that was broadcast to was always positive and made Stalin sound like a hero. 
What do you think Stalin did to anyone who sent out private or pirated radio signals without his permission?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








3. Why was it much easier for totalitarian governments to control the news in the 1930s?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: ]Control of the news was so important to totalitarianism because it helped keep everyday people ignorant and uninformed. If the people are ignorant and uninformed, it is a whole lot easier to lie to them. Governments like the Nazi Party murdered 6 million people and refused to tell their own citizens about it. Many German people didn’t know about the Holocaust until American and British soldiers showed them photographic evidence of it. Ever since the 1940s, democratic countries like the United States, England and France have worked hard to maintain freedom of the press in order to prevent this kind of corruption from ever happening again. 
The totalitarian government in Nazi Germany took control of the entire country’s media and used it to paint themselves in a very positive light. With no other sources of news to get information from, most Germans simply believed what the state-run media was telling them. 
Do you believe everything that you hear or read on social media? Why or why not?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







4. Why did the totalitarian governments of the 1930s and 1940s want to keep their citizens ignorant and uninformed?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Global 2: Totalitarianism Gallery Walk Group 4- Fearmongering and Terror
[image: ]Totalitarianism is a political and economic system of government where every single aspect of life in a country is controlled by a tiny group of people or by one leader. This kind of society is very difficult to maintain because it is based on the idea that everyone has to give up their individual rights and privileges so the government can make every decision for them. In order to keep their people from fighting back against them and demanding basic human rights, many totalitarian governments use fear and threats of violence to control everyone and prevent uprisings. Most dictatorships have to make sure that the people that they govern over are terrified of them otherwise they risk losing their absolute authority over everyone. 
Are you afraid of our government today? Why or why not?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________






1. What are people expected to give up when living in a totalitarian state and how does the government convince them to do it?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: ]The totalitarian dictators that lived in Europe during the 1930s and 1940s were very talented at using fear to control the populations of their countries. Hitler and Stalin both used spies to find out if anyone was planning to try and overthrow them and punished anyone they caught extremely harshly. Anyone who criticized Stalin in the news was arrested, tortured until they confessed to capital crimes, and then sent to labor camps called gulags in the northern regions of Siberia. Stalin made sure that everyone knew about these consequences and even had most of the trials made public so the Soviet people could see what happened when they fought back against his rule. As a result, the people were so terrified of totalitarianism that they refused to fight for their rights for almost 70 years (1924-1989). Joseph Stalin made sure that when he executed someone for challenging his authority, everyone could watch and know what the punishment was for treason. Every day the Soviet people were terrified that their family members would be arrested and executed for crimes that they didn’t commit. 
What other European leader executed his political enemies in public?
(1) Gandhi				(3) Robespierre 
(2) Asoka the Great			(4) Nelson Mandela







2. How did Joseph Stalin get the Soviet people to fear him?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Totalitarian leaders like Hitler and Stalin couldn’t possibly arrest and execute thousands of their own people on their own so they needed the help of Secret Police Forces like the KGB and the SS. Secret police are just like regular police only no one knows who they are except high-ranking government officials and the officers themselves. Secret police wear regular, everyday clothing and walk around in public like normal people. When they find out about possible resistance to the government, they swoop in and arrest anyone that they believe is involved. Normal German and Soviet citizens were terrified of the secret police and they often assumed that their neighbors or friends might be police officers in disguise which caused the fear to spread. As a result of the secret police spreading throughout Germany and Russia, no one in these countries could trust each other and paranoia spread like wildfire. 
[image: ]As Hitler rose to power in Germany he used secret police officers to assault and arrest Jewish people just for being Jewish. Anyone who spoke out against this policy was labeled an “enemy of the state” and arrested alongside the Jews. People were too afraid of the secret police to help the Jews when the Holocaust began in 1940. 
Would you come to school if you found out that someone in one of your classes was actually a secret police officer? Why or why not?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







3. How did totalitarian leaders manage to control such massive populations? What happened as a result of these officers spreading throughout Europe?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: ]In order to spread fear and paranoia even further, Hitler, Mussolini and Stalin all invented enemies that were supposedly working to overthrow their governments. Hitler blamed the Jewish people of Germany while Mussolini blamed the communists. Stalin blamed the fascists and had thousands of people arrested for speaking out against him. Anyone who was accused of being a communist, fascist, or Jew was labeled an “enemy of the state” and stripped of their rights. Thousands of people were arrested and executed while millions more lived in fear that it would happen to them next. Most people that Stalin and Hitler arrested weren’t actually guilty of anything but they tortured them until they confessed.
Would you confess to a crime that you didn’t commit if the police threatened to torture you?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________






4. What happened to the people that Hitler, Stalin and Mussolini thought were plotting against them?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Global 2: Totalitarianism Gallery Walk Group 5- Re-education of the Population
[image: ]Totalitarianism is a difficult system to put in place but it is even more difficult to keep it in place once it has been established. Dictators that want to maintain absolute control over every aspect of society in their countries not only need to subjugate (crush down) everyone who also wants power, but they need to teach younger citizens of their nation that totalitarianism is the right way to go and that it’s normal for one man to dominate every facet of life for decades. In order to gain control of the entire population for generations, many totalitarian countries take control of the education system. Totalitarian regimes can only exist if the majority of the population supports them so children are often taught that the leader/dictator is a good guy and everyone else is bad. 
Judging by this image, what leader did these German children have to support in the 1930s and 1940s?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







1. What did totalitarian leaders do in order to convince their young citizens to support them?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: ]Education has always been an important part of successful civilizations and it still is to this day. Students are normally young and don’t know everything about the world yet so it is important to teach them accurate, non-biased information so they can be informed. Unfortunately for many children in Italy, Germany and Russia in the 1930s, they were exposed to education that was downright wrong. Stalin and Hitler taught their young citizens that supporting the state is the only way to go and that anyone who speaks out against the leader is a traitor and a criminal. These students didn’t know any better so they believed these lies and became strong supporters of totalitarianism. Children in the Soviet Union were taught to embrace communism and that capitalism (the American way) was evil and corrupt. Most Russian children had never been taught anything else so they believed their teachers. 
How would you react if you found out that everything in your school’s curriculum was a lie to control you? Why?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







2. What were children in totalitarian nations taught when they were young in the 1930s? Why?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[image: ]In the Soviet Union, Joseph Stalin used the army and the police to take over the country’s education system and created his own curriculum that glorified communism. Stalin wanted every Soviet citizen to grow up loving their country and supporting him no matter what. In fact, Stalin’s teachers trained their students to listen for any talk of resistance or rebellion against the communist party and encouraged them to report anything suspicious. This policy caused thousands of children to turn their own parents into the government whenever the adults complained about living conditions in the Soviet Union. Stalin had turned the youth of his country into a tool for spying on his own people. Schools in the Soviet Union were little more than propaganda programs designed to convince children to support the government above all other things while they grew up. Most Soviet children grew up without knowing anything real about the outside world. 
What do these Russian students have to wear in order for them to all look the same?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







3. What did many Soviet children do to their parents as a result of their strict education?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: ]In Nazi Germany children were also fed false propaganda at school but they were expected to support the government outside of school too. German boys were required to join the Hitler Youth program and train from a young age to shoot guns and march in military formation. German girls were taught that they needed to be physically strong and healthy so they could have strong babies when they were older. These girls were also trained to be good wives and homemakers. Both German boys and girls were told repeatedly that Hitler was the greatest leader than the country had ever known and that he would lead them into a “brighter future” where Germans ruled the world as a master race. Hitler believed that if he was going to rule over Germany and its growing empire for decades, he needed the youth of the nation to support him. He frequently met with the Hitler Youth and gave them medals to increase their loyalty to him.
What are the young boys in this photo doing as Hitler walks by?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







4. What did young German boys have to do under the totalitarian regime of Hitler?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What were young German girls expected to do?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Name__________________________________			Date: 2/7/18	 					Period:_______ 
Global 2: Totalitarianism Gallery Walk Organizer
	Group 1: Consoli-dation 
Of Power
	How did many dictators in Europe begin their campaigns to create totalitarian societies?
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
	What do totalitarians have to do first before they can take control of the entire government?   ______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
	What was the final step that totalitarian leaders took to consolidate their power?
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

	Group 2: 
Police and Military

	What was the final step that totalitarian leaders took to consolidate their power?
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
	Why were Hitler’s soldiers loyal to him? Why were Stalin’s? What did they use their armies for?
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
	What did Stalin use the Soviet Red Army to do? What did Hitler use his army to do?
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

	Groupd 3: Media Monopo-lies
	What do totalitarian governments not allow in order to control what their people know?
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________

	Why was it much easier for totalitarian governments to control the news in the 1930s?
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

	Why did the totalitarian governments of the 1930s and 1940s want to keep their citizens ignorant and uninformed?
          __________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________


	Group 4: 
Terror
	What are people expected to give up when living in a totalitarian state and how does the government convince them to do it?


____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
	How did Joseph Stalin get the Soviet people to fear him?

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
_____________________________



	How did totalitarian leaders manage to control such massive populations? What happened as a result of these officers spreading throughout Europe?

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

	Group 5: Re-education
	What did totalitarian leaders do in order to convince their young citizens to support them?

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________

	What were children in totalitarian nations taught when they were young in the 1930s? Why?

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
	What did many Soviet children do to their parents as a result of their strict education?

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
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DEFINITION OF TOTALITARIANISM:

Totalitarianism

a form of rule in which the government attempts to maintain
'total’ control over society, including all aspects of the public
and private lives of its cmzen ’
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